EASTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

Department of Music * Kristen Kean, Instructor

MUS 181 - Beginning Theory 

     MWF 10:10 - 11:00, T/Th 11:00 - 12:15 


Office: Foster 224 * Office Hours: by appt. * Phone: 622-1340

email: kristen.kean@eku.edu
I. Course Description: Perception and understanding of music through an integrated study of relatively simple, short structures from the late Baroque to the early Romantic periods.

II. Learning Goal: Provide current and professionally accepted instruction in Music Theory, specifically reading, writing, performing and listening to music. The subject matter will include basic fundamentals, diatonic harmony, dissonance treatments, elementary formal structures, melodic analysis, writing, sight-singing, and dictation.

III. Course Outcome: Students will be able to read music in all clefs, use proper notation for all meters and rhythmic values; identify all intervals by size and quality; write all forms of major and minor scales, identify and write key signatures, be able to write Species I, II and IV Counterpoint; write, identify and label all forms of triads and seventh chords with appropriate Roman Numerals; write and identify all basic harmonic progressions and cadences, sing on sight simple major and minor melodies based on

I, IV and V progressions in solfege and scale degrees while conducting; and sing simple rhythmic patterns using designated rhythmic syllables with a steady pulse.

IV. Attendance Policy: Any student with more than fifteen (15) percent absences (excused or unexcused) shall be automatically assigned the final grade of F. In this course, twelve (12) absences are the maximum allowable. It shall be the responsibility of the instructor to determine whether the absence is excused or unexcused.  In the event of illness, the student must call or email me BEFORE CLASS PERIOD BEGINS in order to be excused, or be prepared to bring a doctor's note the next class period.  

It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of an anticipated absence as far in advance as possible. In the event of any absences, the student is responsible for all material presented in class and assignments missed. No late work will be accepted or quizzes made up, except in cases of severe illness, family emergency or University sponsored events.  

If there is any individual in this class who is in need of academic accommodations and who is registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities, please make an individual appointment with the course instructor to discuss accommodations. Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms.  If any individual who is not registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities but has need of academic accommodations, please contact the Office directly

either in person on the first floor of the Turley House or by telephone at (859) 622-1500 V/TTY.

V. Course Requirements: Each student must have the following texts:

· Clendinning/Marvin: The Musician’s Guide to Theory and Analysis (text, recordings, workbook & anthology)  EKU Bookstore has these items bundled together.

· Ottman: 7th edition, Music for Sight-Singing – may not come until 10 days into semester.

· MacGamut 2003 software (bookstore or www.macgamut.com) This program cannot be shared between 2 people, so make sure you get your own copy.

For each class meeting, you are expected to bring the required texts (unless otherwise indicated), pencils, staff-paper, and note-paper. You will also receive numerous handouts over the semester, so a 3 ring binder with pockets is highly recommended.

Please do NOT bring to class: breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks or beverages beyond water. If I see food, I will take it away and eat it myself…☻

Also, please turn off your cell phones and put them away once class begins.

VI. Assessment:  Homework is an important component in the practice and assessment of new skills in this course.  Generally students will be assigned 2-3 nights of homework per week, equaling roughly two assignments per chapter.  Students are also expected to practice sight-singing/dictation skills 30/week on MacGamut.  Very short pop-quizzes or dictations, in addition to the scheduled Quizzes and larger exams (below) are used, as well as one-on-one assessment of sight-singing skills in prepared sings.  Online assessment tools such as  musictheory.net are also regularly assigned.

Course Grading Breakdown:

Homework Assignments 
20%

Best 4 out of 5 quiz grades 
15%

Dictation/aural quizzes 
15%

Weekly MacGamut

 5%

Midterm Exam   

15%

Final Exam    

20%

Class Participation   

10% 

Grading Policy 

All homework assignments must be submitted at the beginning of class. No late work will be accepted.

Schedule (subject to change):

Week 1-2
Ch. 1, 2 Quiz 1

Week 3-4
Labor Day (9/4) Ch. 2,3 Quiz 2

Week 5-6
Ch. 3, 4, no class Friday Oct. 10th

Week 7-8
Midterm, Fall Break (10/9 - 10) Ch. 4, 5

Week 9-10
Ch. 5, 6 Quiz 3

Week 11-12  Ch. 6,7  Quiz 4

Week 13-14  Ch. 7,8   Quiz 5

Week 15-16  8, 9 Dead week/review

Midterm Exam: Thursday, October 5 during class

Final Exam: Monday, Dec. 11, 8 – 10 am

