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Catalog Description: Cello I.  One or two lessons per week on cello.  May be retaken to a maximum of 4 hours.  Permission of the instructor required.

Course Description: Individual and group applied cello instruction, open to music majors and minors.  All elements of cello technique and artistry appropriate to the level off the student will be explored.  Lesson times will be determined individually according to schedules.  A mandatory performance class will meet once a week at an agreed upon time for performing of solo repertoire, technical study, and orchestral excerpts.  

Text: The primary text for this course is the music you are studying.  Although photocopies may be made for studying purposes, I encourage you to buy your own copies of your pieces from sharmusic.com or sheetmusicplus.com.   

Other Materials: I expect you to have all the necessary tools for playing cello (rosin, strings, etc.)  A metronome and tuner are also quite helpful.

Learning Goal: This course will assist you in your efforts to become the best cellist possible.  Cellists who enroll in this course should be proficient in reading bass and some tenor clef, possess consistent intonation, and be progressing toward mastering basic bow strokes.  Basic posture, set up, and fundamentals of bowing expected to be in place. 

*You are not limited to lesson time that is prescribed in the course description.  The more material you have prepared, the more lesson time you deserve. The door is always open to questions or extra help.

Course Outcome: After completion of 132C, students should be proficient in all 3 octave major and minor scales, able to perform with confidence their juried piece, learned an appropriate amount of repertoire, and have worked on intermediate etudes such as Franchomme, Gruetzmacher, etc.  Technical issues such as tension, bow hand and left hand will be well addressed.    

Grading/Assessment: Due to the abstract and personal nature of private applied lessons, grading will be determined by several general factors:

I. Preparation-we are not all at the same point in our cello technique, but we can all be equally prepared for our lessons.  Honest effort and preparation are all I ask for.  I will know when this is not demonstrated.  You can’t cram for cello lessons!  Believe me, I know. 

II. Attendance.  Illness and emergencies happen.  PLEASE call or email if you cannot make your lesson BEFORE the fact.  Lessons missed without reason (I forgot, I slept in, etc.) will affect your grade.  Each unexcused lesson missed equals one lowered grade letter. 

III. Each semester ends with a juried final performance of a piece or pieces that represent your work for the year.

IV. Studio class performance.  Everyone should perform at least two times in studio class.  This is a great forum for overcoming nerves, giving and receiving constructive help from one another, and bonding as a studio.  Attendance at studio class is required, whether performing that day or not. 

Student Progress:  Questions about your grade?  Please know you can always come discuss this with me in full confidentiality. I will inform you about your progress once before midterm and any other time requested.

Add/Drop: The last day to drop the course or to withdraw from the University are listed in the Colonel Compass music department website.

University Writing Requirement:  Baccalaureate degree students must take the exam in the first semester of enrollment after completing the 60th credit hour.  Transfer students who transfer 60 credit hours or more must take the exam in the first semester of enrollment.  Students failing to register for, take and pass the UWR in the semester after they complete 60 credit hours will be subject to the enrollment limitation described in the undergraduate catalog.

University Disabilities Statement

If there is any student in this class who is in need of academic accommodations and who is registered with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, please make an individual appointment with the course instructor to discuss accommodations.  Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms.  If any student who is not registered with the  Office of Services for Students with Disabilities but has need of academic accommodations, please contact the Office directly, either in person on the first floor of the Turley House, or by telephone at 622-1500.

