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MUS 102: Introduction to Fundamentals of Music – Credit Hours:3

Instructor: Dr. Nathan Jasinski

A.  Catalog Description:  

MUS 102 - Introduction to Fundamentals of Music 

Required by students whose musical experience and preparation, as indicated by the Theory Placement Interview, are deemed insufficient to complete MUS 181. Credit does not count toward a music or major or minor.

B.  Course Description: 

Beginning study of Music Theory, including pitch and rhythm notation, scales, intervals, triads, and cadences.  

C. 
Required Materials: 

Text:  
Foundations of Music:  with CD-ROM, Sixth Edition.  Robert Nelson and Carl J. Christensen.  Belmont, CA:  Thomson Schirmer, 2006.

D.
Learning Goals and Educational Outcomes

Goal 1. To familiarize students with common notation used for codifying music.
· 
Students will read and notate common note and rest values.
· 
Students will read and notate pitches in both treble, bass, alto and tenor clefs. 
· 
Students will recognize and indicate all major and minor key signatures.
· 
Students will recognize and indicate both simple and compound time signatures.
·  
Students will recognize and indicate common articulation and dynamic markings
Goal 2. To familiarize students with fundamental musical elements.

· 
Students will sing/play, identify aurally, and notate scales in major and all three forms of the minor.
· 
Students will sing/play, identify aurally, and notate all intervals.
·  
Students will tap/clap, identify aurally and notate basic and syncopated rhythms in both simple and compound meters.
·  
Students will play, identify aurally and notate major, minor and diminished triads in all inversions.
·  
Students will play, identify aurally and notate dominant sevenths in all inversions.
· 
Students will identify/define common dynamic and tempo expressions and articulations.


E.  Course Outline/Calendar 

Week 1 
Introduction, Using the CD-ROM Exercises 
Week 2 
Note and Rest Values
Week 3 
Pitch Letter Names
Week 4 
Rhythms in Simple Meters
Week 5 
Major Scales and Key Signatures
Week 6 
Rhythm in Compound Meters 
Week 7 
Review for midterm; *** MIDTERM *** 
Week 8 
Minor Scales and Key Signatures

Week 9 
**** SPRING BREAK ****
Week 10 
Syncopation 

Week 11 
Intervals
Week 12 
Intervals continued
Week 13 
Triads
Week 14 
Triads and Dominant Sevenths
Week 15 
Inversions of Chords
Week 16 
Review for Final 
Week 17 
*** FINAL *** 
Changes to the course calendar may be necessary and will be made at the discretion of the instructor.

F.  Course Requirements

· 
Demonstrate knowledge of rhythmic and pitch notation
·  
Demonstrate knowledge of major and minor scales
·  
Demonstrate knowledge of major and minor key signatures
·  
Demonstrate knowledge of rhythms in simple and complex meters
·  
Demonstrate knowledge of major, minor, diminished and augmented triads
·  
Demonstrate knowledge of dominant seventh (major-minor seventh) chords.
·  
Demonstrate knowledge of chord inversions.
G.  Assessment of Learning 

Grades will be determined by the following:


Computer Exercises:


40%


Midterm Exam


30%


Final Exam



30%
Total


100%

Completion of the each required computer exercise must be submitted via email or Blackboard by the required time.  Students may use the practice function (no record needed) an unlimited number of times; however, the grade for the exercise will be as a recorded test.  The current EKU grading system will be employed. . A=90-100; B=80-90; C=70-80; D=60-70; F=0-59.  A final grade of   I (Incomplete) will be given only under extraordinary circumstances, and coursework must be completed as per current University guidelines or the grade will default to an F (Failed).

H.  Student Progress

Students will be able to access their current grade through the Blackboard Online Learning System.  Daily assignments and this syllabus will be available on Blackboard.  The instructor will update the online course content, including grades, as often as her schedule permits.    

I.  Attendance

Attendance and participation in the class are required to ensure progress.  Excused absences require a written excuse (from the university clinic, a doctor, or other authenticated source).  An allowance of 4 unexcused absences will be allowed during the semester.  Each additional unexcused absence above 4 (beginning with the 5th) will result in the lowering of your final letter grade by a letter.  

J.  Last Day to Withdraw

The last day to drop the course or to withdraw from the University is listed in the current Colonel’s Compass available at http://www.registrar.eku.edu/schedule/
K.  University Writing Requirement

Baccalaureate degree students must take the exam in the first semester of enrollment after completing the 60th credit hour.  Transfer students who transfer 60 credit hours or more must take the exam in the first semester of enrollment.  Students failing to register for, take and pass the UWR in the semester after they complete 60 credit hours will be subject to the enrollment limitation described in the undergraduate catalog.

L.  University Disabilities Statement

If there is any student in this class who is in need of academic accommodations and who is registered with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, please make an individual appointment with the course instructor to discuss accommodations.  Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms.  If any student who is not registered with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities but has need of academic accommodations, please contact the Office directly, either in person on the first floor of the Turley House, or by telephone at 622-1500.
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