Applied Trombone

MUS 845D

(1 or 2 credit)

Fall 2006

Instructor:  Ken Haddix

Office:  Foster 109

Phone:  622-1429

ken.haddix@eku.edu

Cell Phone:  859-200-8508 (emergencies only please)

Course Description:  Applied trombone focuses on the preparation and performance of the trombone repertoire of all periods, including exercises, studies, solos, and some chamber, wind ensemble, and orchestral literature.  The course meets twice per week (lesson and studio class).  Instruction available in trombone may be retaken to a maximum of four hours.  All trombone majors are expected to participate in trombone ensemble, with or without credit.

Learning Goal:  To provide current and professionally accepted instruction in trombone performance.  Senior level applied trombone focuses on the preparation of graduate school audition material, senior recital or job placement material, and further development of independent interpretive ideas and self-analysis of problem areas.  Typical examples of repertoire for this year include, but are not limited to:  Advanced warm-up studies, Bitsch Etudes, and possible exploration of alto trombone and its repertoire (fluency in alto clef a prerequisite).

Course Outcome:  Each student will be able to play all harmonic minor scales (from memory) along with all previously studied scales in at least two octaves by the midterm of the semester (criteria given by the instructor), along with a demonstration of fundamental repertoire assigned the student at the beginning of the semester.  (Melodic minors scales for second semester with the same criteria).  At the end of each semester, the student will perform a jury, demonstrating the above fundamentals and scales on a solo of the instructor’s choice.  Each student is required to play in one recital hour performance at least once a semester, whether as a soloist or as part of a smaller ensemble (as deemed by the instructor).  During the senior year, there may be possible preparation for degree recital requirements as well (listed below).

Assessment:  Grades in applied trombone are determined by the student’s preparation for each lesson (60%) and by the results of your midterm jury (20%), and by the results of your final jury (20%).  Grades will be based on approximately 12 lessons per semester.  The weekly lesson grade is determined by the following criteria:

A
Arrive on time with a positive attitude, warmed up, with all necessary materials, notes and rhythms learned, markings observed, with written-in breath marks and pitch tendencies observed as well.

B
Arrive on time with a positive attitude, warmed up, with most materials, most notes and rhythms learned, markings not observed, most written-in breath marks and pitch tendencies observed.

C
Arrive late occasionally with an inconsistent attitude, possibly not warm-up, with most materials, most notes and rhythms learned, markings not observed, no written-in breath marks or tendencies, no attempt to adjust for pitch.

D
Arrive late frequently, mildly interested, missing necessary materials, struggling with notes and markings, sightreading assigned pieces, generally not prepared.

F
Frequent no show for lessons, consistently unprepared.
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Midterm and Final Juries:  Each student will perform a midterm and a final jury (times TBA) in 

front of his/her peers (final juries are performed before the brass faculty).  The repertoire for this performance consists of fundamental material, which will be decided upon during the first few lessons of the semester.  For midterm juries, the instructor and students will give written comments which will be shared with each performer.  The instructor will base midterm grades upon the midterm assessment and lesson progress.  Final juries will be held in front of the brass faculty and each instructor will give a grade for each student’s performance.  These grades will be averaged together for the final jury grade.
Attendance Policy:  Attendance is part of your grade.  You may be excused from a lesson if you are sick (doctor’s note required), and you have called me prior to your lesson time.  A university excuse will also allow you to make up a lesson.  Other reasons for missing a lesson may be excused at my discretion.  If I am unable to attend a regularly scheduled lesson, that time will be rescheduled as soon as possible. Students may not miss more than 15% of the total number of lessons for the semester (which is approximately one letter grade per absence).  Exceeding the maximum amount will result in the student being refused admission to the lesson and an automatic failing grade.

Other Requirements:  Everyone is expected to attend all faculty, guest artist, and student trombone recitals.  Any unexcused absence from any of these events could also affect your grade.

Graduate Project: All graduate students will do one project during the semester, which will benefit himself as well as the other students in the trombone studio.  This project will be discussed and approved by the instructor.

Notebook:  Each student will purchase a three-ring binder with “see-through” sheet protectors for the course syllabus and other handouts and materials given you throughout the degree program.  Notebook paper is necessary to write down lesson assignments, class notes, etc.  Students are expected to bring the notebook and a pencil to every lesson.
Studio class:  Materials will meet each Wednesday from 1:25-2:15 p.m. in Foster 109.  During this session, different topics will be discussed throughout the semester (anything from the basics of playing to orchestral literature, jazz styles, etc.).  Students will be required to perform individually as well as in groups for the rest of the studio.

Purchases:  Every student must purchase the following items (if you have not already):  music (as assigned by the instructor), metronome, tuner, mutes, mirror, recording device, a folding music stand, and a datebook.
Recording Disclaimer:  All public performances recorded by the EKU Department of Music and/or its faculty are the sole property of Eastern Kentucky University.  Any student registered for this course or listed in programs, waives all claims on any future income generated from these recordings.  Students may also be recorded (audio or video) during private instruction as well.  

Students with Disabilities:  If there is an individual in this class who is in need of academic accommodations and who is registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities, please make an individual appointment with the course instructor to discuss accommodations.  Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms.  If any individual who is not registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities but has need of academic accommodations, please contact the Office directly either in person on the first floor of the Turley House or by telephone (859) 622-1500 V/TTY.
