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EASTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

Department of Music

Course Syllabus

MUS 283-001:  Beginning Composition I, Credit: 1 hr.

TBA, Fall 2006

Foster Building, Room 202

Instructor: Thomas Couvillon, Ph. D.

Office:  Foster Building, Room 202

Office tel.:  (859) 622-1346

Email:  Thomas.Couvillon@eku.edu
Web Page:  http://people.eku.edu/couvillont

Office hours:  MWF 2:30-3:20 p.m., TTH 1:00-1:50, or by appointment.

Catalog Description

This course will provide guidance in the exploration and development of compositional techniques relevant to the student's stylistic direction.  Correct notation and major stylistic analysis stressed. May be retaken to a maximum of four hours provided the subject matter is different each time.

Course Description

The instructor will arrange to meet the student for a half-hour lesson each week.  The typical lesson will include score study, listening, brief lecture, demonstrations of various compositional techniques and discussion and critique of the student’s work.  The instructor will inform, model, and guide.

Required Materials
· Music staff paper and pencils

· Reference texts and scores will be available on reserve

· Access to music notation software is highly recommended

Learning Goals and Educational Outcomes 

Goal 1:  Students are expected to demonstrate basic understanding of melodic construction, accompaniment patterns, harmonic progression and voice leading.  They will also be able to correctly and efficiently notate their musical ideas. 

· Students will complete a variety of composition exercises.

· Students will complete a short (ca. 3’) composition.

Goal 2:  Students will demonstrate familiarity with the various styles of modern art music.

· Students will analyze representative works.

· Students will write short exercises that model selected musical styles.

Course Requirements


Students will be given a short composition or analysis assignments to prepare for each lesson. In addition, each student will be expected to complete at least one composition exercise by mid-term and a completed composition of at least three minutes by the semester's end. The composition piece should be complete by the last lesson and a correctly notated, bound score should be turned in by 1:00 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 14.

Attendance
Regular and punctual attendance will be expected of you throughout the semester.  Lessons missed should be made up if possible or compensated for with extra written work. More than 2 absences without make-ups would constitute failure for the semester.

Grading

Lesson Preparation/Exercises
50%

Final Composition


50%

This Class will have no final exam.  The final composition project will be due on Dec. 14th.

Grading Scale
For the final grade, the following grading scale will be used:

90 - 100%=A, 80 - 89%=B, 70 - 79%=C, 60 - 69%=D, 0 - 59%=F
Course Outline

The first 3 lessons will involve short composition and analysis exercises. Weeks 4-8 will focus  on the process of expanding and developing musical ideas.  A compositional plan for the midterm composition will be formed. Weeks 9-15 will focus on the student composition.

Admission to Upper-Division Composition Study


This course serves both as an introduction to composition and as preparation for upper-division study as a theory/composition major.  In order to be accepted for upper division study, a student must submit a portfolio containing at least two completed and bound scores to the composition faculty for evaluation.  The combined duration of these pieces should be at least eight minutes.  Students who do not meet this criteria or whose work is deemed “not sufficiently advanced” may take one additional semester of MUS 283 then resubmit their portfolio the following semester.

If there is any individual in this class who is in need of academic accommodations and who is registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities, please make an individual appointment with the course instructor to discuss accommodations.  Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms.  If any individual who is not registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities but has need of academic accommodations, please contact the Office directly either in person on the first floor of the Turley House or by telephone at (859) 622-1500 V/TTY.

