EASTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

Department of Music

Course Syllabus

MUH 171-101: Music Appreciation, Credit: 3 hrs.

Tuesday 6:00-8:45 p.m., Fall 2006

Corbin Extended Campus, Room 210

Instructor: Thomas Couvillon, Ph. D.

Office: Foster Building, Room 202

Office tel.: (859) 622-1346

Email: Thomas.Couvillon@eku.edu

Web Page: http://people.eku.edu/couvillont

Office hours: by appointment.

A.  Catalog Description:  MUH 171  Music Appreciation (3).  I, II.  May not count toward a music major or minor.  Provides the general college student with a cultural background in music.  Masterpieces of music, composers, and techniques presented through listening materials and concert attendance.  Gen. Ed IIIA, VII, VIII

B.
Course Description: This course is designed to increase the understanding and enjoyment of music with an emphasis on Western art music. Students will study the various styles, forms and genres of each of the six historical periods (Middle Ages, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, 20th Century) through the listening and studying of important and representative musical works from each of these periods.  Students will learn appropriate terminology to increase their musical vocabulary and assist in communicating ideas about music.

C.
Text: Hoffer:  Music Listening Today - bundled with book, study guide, CD-ROM study aid, 2 CD listening set, and clicker. Recommended addition:  4 CD enhanced multimedia set to accompany Music Listening Today 
D.
General Education Goals and the Course


MUH 171 is a general education course designed to:

· Use appropriate methods of critical thinking and quantitative reasoning to examine issues and to identify solutions (General Education Goal 2).

· Analyze the values, cultural context, and aesthetic qualities of artistic, literary, philosophic, and/or religious works (General Education Goal 6).

· Distinguish the methods that underlie the search for knowledge in the arts, humanities, natural sciences, history, and social and behavioral sciences (General Education 7).

· Integrate knowledge that will deepen their understanding of, and will inform their own choices about, issues of personal and public importance (General Education 8).

Throughout the course, students will employ critical listening skills to analyze pieces of music.  Students will utilize 2 audio CDs that are packaged with the textbooks, as well as supplementary listening materials heard in class and/or available in the EKU Music Library.  They will employ techniques of active listening (vs. passive listening) to identify and analyze multiple aspects of the musical works.  Students will react to live concerts through written reactions.  Students will integrate knowledge from critical listening methods and musical terminology with knowledge of cultural/social issues to communicate their personal aesthetic values.

E.   Specific Course Learning Goals and Learner Outcomes
Goal 1.  To identify components of music
· Students will discriminate among different elements of music when presented with an audio sample

Goal 2.  To listen critically to music

· Students will detect common attributes in works of the same era and evaluate differences between works of different eras

· Students will interpret the differences between different forms in music

· Upon hearing a new piece, students will use critical thinking to identify the instruments and/or voices

Goal 3.  To become familiar with major composers and pieces from

  Western Classical Music as well music of other traditions

· Students will identify major works by leading composers

· Students will evaluate major composers’ historical and cultural significance

· Students will discern the purpose of pieces of music within a culture

F.  Course Outline/Calendar (subject to change as announced)

	Aug. 22
	Chapters. 1-3

	Aug. 29
	Chapters 4-6

	Sept. 5
	Chapters 11-13

	Sept. 12
	Chapters 14-17

	Sept. 19
	Chapters 18-19 Listening Quiz #1

	Sept. 26
	Chapters 20-22 Exam 1

	Oct. 3
	Chapters 23-25

	Oct. 10
	Fall Break -- No Class

	Oct. 17
	Chapters 26-29 Concert Review #1 Due

	Oct. 26
	Chapters 30-32

	Oct. 31
	Chapter 33 Listening Quiz #2

	Nov. 7
	Chapters 34-36 Exam 2

	Nov. 14
	Chapters 37-38 Concert Review #2 Due

	Nov. 21
	Chapter 40-42 

	Nov. 28
	Chapter 43-45

	Dec. 5
	Review for Final Listening Quiz #3 Concert Report #3 Due

	Dec. 12
	Final Exam 6-8 p.m.


Student Progress:  The instructor will provide students with information on their progress in the course at least once prior to midterm

  
 

F.
Assessment of Learning

Grading will be based on attendance, class participation, and the following (point totals may change).

Three Listening Quizzes (20% total) music listening identification of assigned works

Two Unit Exams (30% total) general knowledge of material covered to date (Middle Ages, Renaissance, Baroque, etc.), identification of listening examples by genre.

Final Exam (20%) general knowledge of all class material (comprehensive) with an emphasis on material covered since midterm (Classical, Romantic, Modern), identification of listening examples by historical period.

Three Concert Reviews (30% total) reviews of live performances (at least one of which must be on the Richmond campus. Other performances should be approved in advance by the instructor and should relate to the material covered in the class (i.e. Western Art Music, Ballet, Musical Theater). In case of travel difficulties, one performance may be of a recorded concert on Video or DVD with the approval of the instructor.

EKU Music Dept. Concerts: http://www.music.eku.edu/concerts/

Concert reviews should be around two pages and should be typed. Handwritten reviews will not be accepted.  Each review should contain the basic information about the event (who, what, where, when, ect.).  In addition, the content of the concert should be discussed in relation to the materials covered in the course (composers, stylistic periods, forms, instrumental ensembles, ect.)  The concert program or a typed list of the composers and pieces performed should be attached to your paper.  A list of suggested performances will be given out early in the semester.

Grades will be assigned as follows:  
90-100%=A, 80-89%=B, 70-79%=C







60-69%=D, 0-59%=F

G.
Attendance Policy: Attendance will directly affect final grades. It shall be the responsibility of the instructor to determine whether an absence is excused or unexcused.  Students must make every effort to inform the instructor of impending absences as early as possible.  Do not appear at the next class meeting with an excuse of car trouble, family turmoil, etc. and expect an excused absence if you have not previously notified the instructor.  Any student missing a test or quiz for what the instructor deems an "unexcused" reason will not be allowed to make up that test.


The last day to drop the course or to withdraw from the University is listed in the current Schedule of Classes.

University Disabilities Statement

If there is any student in this class who is in need of academic accommodations and who is registered with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, please make an individual appointment with the course instructor to discuss accommodations.  Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms.  If any student who is not registered with the  Office of Services for Students with Disabilities but has need of academic accommodations, please contact the Office directly, either in person on the first floor of the Turley House, or by telephone at 622-1500.

