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MUS 110: Class Piano I – Credit Hours:1

Mrs. Laurie Choi, Campbell W, 622-5009, laurie.choi@eku.edu

A.  Catalog Description:  
MUS 110 Beginning Class Piano I. (1) I, II.  Prepares non-piano majors to meet Level I Piano Proficiency Examination requirements. Basic keyboard skills, elementary repertoire, and technique.  Some music reading ability required. May be retaken to a maximum of two hours.
B.  Course Description: 

Beginning study of basic keyboard skills, beginning with major and minor 5-finger positions.  Technical skills introduced will include good hand position, simple chord progressions, fingerings for the major scales and arpeggios beginning on white keys, transposition, harmonization, and pedalling.  Students are also expected to be enrolled in MUS 181 Music Theory I, and basic theoretical concepts that relate to keyboard skills will also be covered.

C. 
Required Materials: 

Text:  

Alfred’s Group Piano for Adults, Book 1, 2nd Edition.  E. L. Lancaster and Kenon D. Renfrow.  Van Nuys, CA:  Alfred Publishing Co., 2004.

Headphones:
Stereo Headphones with large standard size jack (or also bring an adapter).  Failure to bring headphones to every class period will result in a deduction to your Daily Class Grade.

Materials Fee:
A $5.00 Instrument Usage Fee is also required, payable to Betty Howe in the Music Office, 101 Foster Music Building.  

D.
Learning Goals and Educational Outcomes

Goal 1.  To provide instruction in fundamental keyboard techniques.

· 
Students will begin to develop a good hand position for proper playing technique.
· 
Students will read both treble and bass clef notation. 
· 
Students will play 5-finger exercises and simple chord progressions  in all major and minor keys
· 
Students will play major scales and arpeggios beginning on white keys.
·  
Students will learn proper technique for use of the damper pedal.
Goal 2.  To provide instruction in common keyboard skills.
· 
Students will harmonize simple melodies using I, V 6/5, and IV 6/4 chords.
· 
Students will transpose simple pieces to other keys within the same mode.
· 
Students will play assignments with musicality, with attention to phrasing, dynamics and other musical markings.
E.  Course Outline/Calendar 


Week 1 Introduction -- Practicing the piano 
Week 2 Basics of keyboard playing and Keyboard notation, *** QUIZ 1 ***
Week 3 (Labor Day Holiday), Major 5-finger patterns
Week 4 Transposition and Harmonization in Major Keys

E.  Course Outline/Calendar continued


Week 5 *** QUIZ 2 ***, Minor 5-finger patterns
Week 6 Continue Minor 5-finger patterns, Transposition and Harmonization
Week 7 Continue Transposition and Harmonization in Minor Keys, *** MIDTERM *** 
Week 8 (Fall Break), Begin Scales & Arpeggios
Week 9 Augmented and Diminished chords, The Damper Pedal
Week 10 Continue Damper Pedal, *** QUIZ 3 ***
Week 11 Triad inversions, Dominant 7th chords and Subdominant chords
Week 12 Harmonization and Transposition using basic chord progressions in Major keys
Week 13 Continue Harmonization and Transposition
Week 14 *** QUIZ 4 ***, (Thanksgiving Break)
Week 15 Prepare for Final
Week 16 Prepare for Final 
Week 17 *** FINAL *** [Wednesday, December 13, 8 - 10am] 
Changes to the course calendar may be necessary and will be made at the discretion of the instructor.

F.  Course Requirements

· 
Demonstrate proper hand position and playing technique

· 
Play 5-finger exercises and chord progressions in all major and minor keys.
· 
Play all major scales and arpeggios starting on white keys, hands together, with correct fingering at a steady tempo.
·  
Play simple pieces in the original key as well as two (2) transposed keys.
· 
Harmonize simple melodies using tonic (I), dominant (V 6/5) and subdominant (IV 6/4) chords
· 
Demonstrate a theoretical knowledge of scales, key signatures, triads, and harmonization through identification and written notation.
G.  Assessment of Learning

Grades will be determined by the following:


Daily Grade:


30%


Quizzes (4 @10% each)
40%


Midterm Exam

15%


Final Exam


15%
Total

100%

The Daily Class Grade will include class participation, progress and completion of previous assignments, and any written homework.  Each item in this category will be rated on a 2 point scale: 2 pts = progress, 1 pt = no progress, 0 pts = unexcused absence or written work not turned in.  All assignments for quizzes and exams will be given a minimum of one (1) week prior to the assessment.  Quizzes and Exams will include both a written and playing section.  The current EKU grading system will be employed. . A=90-100; B=80-90; C=70-80; D=60-70; F=0-59.  A final grade of   I (Incomplete) will be given only under extraordinary circumstances, and coursework must be completed as per current University guidelines or the grade will default to an F (Failed).

I.  Student Progress

Students will be able to access their current grade through the Blackboard Online Learning System.  Daily assignments and this syllabus will be available on Blackboard.  The instructor will update the online course content, including grades, at least once per week.    

J.  Attendance

Attendance and participation in the class are required to ensure progress.  Excused absences require a written excuse (from the university clinic, a doctor, or other authenticated source).  An allowance of two (2) unexcused absences will be allowed during the semester.  Each additional unexcused absence above two (beginning with the 3rd) will result in the lowering of your final letter grade by a letter.  If Class Piano is a requirement for your degree, you must receive a grade of C or better.

K.  Last Day to Withdraw

The last day to drop the course or to withdraw from the University is listed in the current Colonel’s Compass available at http://www.registrar.eku.edu/schedule/

L.  University Writing Requirement

Baccalaureate degree students must take the exam in the first semester of enrollment after completing the 60th credit hour.  Transfer students who transfer 60 credit hours or more must take the exam in the first semester of enrollment.  Students failing to register for, take and pass the UWR in the semester after they complete 60 credit hours will be subject to the enrollment limitation described in the undergraduate catalog.

M.  University Disabilities Statement

If there is any student in this class who is in need of academic accommodations and who is registered with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, please make an individual appointment with the course instructor to discuss accommodations.  Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms.  If any student who is not registered with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities but has need of academic accommodations, please contact the Office directly, either in person on the first floor of the Turley House, or by telephone at 622-1500.
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