MUS 366    CRN 12012

Fundamentals of Conducting

Fall 2006
MW 10:10 am – 11:00 am

Foster 300

Instructor:  Dr. Sue Ellen Ballard




Office hours:

Office:  Campbell X






MW: 9:00 am – 10:00 am

Phone:  622-1336







or by appointment

E.mail:  sueellen.ballard@eku.edu






Course Description

Fundamentals of Conducting is an undergraduate course incorporating the basic techniques of conducting.
Course Content
Fundamentals of Conducting will focus on the basic principles of the art of conducting.  

The class will seek to provide the student with the necessary techniques needed to conduct 

orchestral, band, and choral ensembles.  The approach will equip students with essential conducting tools required to effectively communicate musical scores technically and artistically.

Learning Goals

1. Understand and establish basic conducting techniques
2. Learn how to score study, clefs and transpositions
3. Develop a working knowledge of orchestral, band, and choral 
rehearsals and performance techniques through self-assessment

Educational Outcomes

1. The student will learn basic conducting definitions.

2. The student will diagram time-beating patterns and subdivisions.

3. The student will interpret passive and active conducting gestures through tempo changes, phrasing, left-hand independence and fermata usage.

4. The student will understand the fundamentals of score study that includes transpositions, clefs, memorizing, and performing the score.

5. The student will conduct orchestral, band, and choral scores while being videotapes in order to evaluate self-assessment through written expression.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to read all assignments prior to class and participate in discussions.  Participation in class activities, weekly quizzes, assigned readings, piano/score reading, conducting assignments, and conducting self-assessment is essential.  Class participation is an important component of this class and the overall grade.  
Assessment of Learning

Based on attendance and participation in class, all students start with 100 points.  

A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69, F=0-59

Knowledge of the course readings and discussions will be tested on periodic quizzes and a midterm and final exam.  Make-up exams will not be given unless permission is received prior to the exam, or there is a documented medical emergency.  In addition, each student will complete a conducting project due at the end of the semester.  Information on this assignment will be provided separately.  Late projects will be marked down one letter grade for each day they are late.  Assignments that are more than 5 days past due will not be accepted.  I will deduct accordingly from the participation grade for excessive absences 
Students will be able to use the Blackboard program to check your grades.  Blackboard can be accessed through www.learn.eku.edu.  If you need technical assistance with Blackboard, please call 622-8400.

The last day to drop the course or to withdraw from the University is listed in the current Schedule of Classes.

Required Text
Green, Elizabeth A. H. and Mark Gibson.  2004.  The Modern Conductor.  New Jersey:  

Pearson Education, Inc. 

Supplemental readings will be placed on reserve in the music library.

Required Equipment

Baton

Purchase in Band Office


Mini-DV
Purchase on your own


Be sure to bring textbook, pencil, paper, baton, and mini-DV each class meeting.



Be prepared to play your major instrument in class.  

Academic Honesty
Plagiarism, or presenting another’s works or ideas as one’s own, is a form of stealing.  The instructor reserves the right to examine any source used by the student before giving a grade on an assignment, and to give an “incomplete” in the course if necessary, to allow time to obtain sources.  Students should be prepared to show source material to the instructor for the purpose of verifying information. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  If a student is found to have committed one of the above offenses, he/she will receive a failing grade on the assignment or exam.  The case may also be sent to the Academic Practices Committee of the Department of Government, or ultimately to the University’s Student Disciplinary Board (see Student Handbook). 

Disability Statement
If you are registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities, please make an appointment with the course instructor to discuss any academic accommodations you need. If you need academic accommodations and are not registered with the Office of Services for Individuals with Disabilities, please contact the office on the third floor of the Student Services Building, by email at disabilities@eku.edu or by telephone at (859) 622-2933 V/TDD. Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms.
COURSE TOPICS & REQUIRED READINGS
Listed below are the reading assignments for each class.  The instructor reserves the right to modify this schedule as necessary.  

Part I. Technique

Week 1:  Monday, August 21


Chapter 1
Basics / Definitions 


   Wednesday, August 23

Chapter 2
Terms / Basic Time-Beating


Week 2:  Monday, August 28


Chapter 3
Terminology Quiz 

Baton Techniques


   Wednesday, August 30

Chapter 4
Time-Beating / Subdivisions

Week 3:  Monday, September 4

No class
Labor Day


   Wednesday, September 6

Chapter 5
Conducting Diagram Quiz

Active Gestures

Week 4:  Monday, September 11

Chapter 5
Passive Gestures


   Wednesday, September 13

Chapter 6
Phrasing, Tempo Changes

Week 5:  Monday, September 18

Chapter 7
Left-hand independence


   Wednesday, September 20

Chapter 8
Gestures Quiz 

Fermata

Week 6:  Monday, September 25

Chapter 9
Innovations


   Wednesday, September 27

Chapter 10
“Come into your own”









Review for Mid-Term Exam

Week 7:  Monday, October 2

Mid-Term Exam

Part 2:  Score Study

  Wednesday, October 4

Chapter 11
Clefs and Transpositions

Week 8:  Monday, October 9


No class
Fall Break


   Wednesday, October 11

Chapter 12
Orchestral Scores 

Week 9:  Monday, October 16

Chapter 13
Band Scores


   Wednesday, October 18

Chapter 14
Choral Scores 

Week 10:  Monday, October 23

Chapter 15
Clef / Transposition Quiz

Collaboration  


   Wednesday, October 25

Chapter 16
Memorizing and 

Performing the Score

Week 11:  Monday, October 30

Instrumental Conducting:  Orchestra


     Wednesday, November 1


(con’t)

Week 12:  Monday, November 6

Orch Cond Self-assessment Writing due

Instrumental Conducting:  Band


     Wednesday, November 8


(con’t)

Week 13:  Monday, November 13

Band Cond Self-assessment Writing due

Choral Conducting

                 Wednesday, November 15


(con’t)

Week 14:  Monday, November 20

Choral Cond Self-assessment Writing due

Combinations of Orchestra, Band, Chorus


     Wednesday, November 22

No class
Holiday

Week 15:  Monday, November 27

Conducting Project


     Wednesday, November 29

Conducting Project

Week 16:  Monday, December 4

Conducting Project 


     Wednesday, December 6

Conducting Project due

Review for Written Exam

Week 17:  Monday, December 11

Final Exam
8:00 am – 10:00 am
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