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I.  
Course Objective:  



The course is designed to substantially improve the individual student’s general and specific knowledge of the multi-faceted art of instrumental conducting through a systematic approach to essential objective and subjective concepts utilized.  The course will involve specific studies in instrumental literature, transposition, terminology, interpretation, score analysis, and psychomotor skills.  These studies will be augmented by practical conducting experience before live instrumental ensembles.  In addition, video recordings will be used extensively in the study and evaluation of each student’s growth in conducting technique.  

II.
Attendance Policy:  



The specific nature of this course requires attendance at all sessions of the course.  Because of the individual nature of the course, it is difficult to indicate a precise number of unexcused absences which would detrimentally affect the student’s progress.  Excessive absence, i. e., missing more than 15 percent of the class sessions would likely result in failure. 

III.  
Course Requirements:  


A.  Extensive reading from a selected reading list provided at the beginning of each semester’s class will be required.  This listing will be updated each offering to reflect the current source materials.  The nature of the course, upper division undergraduate and graduate level, requires the student to read selectively to upgrade their skills and knowledge.  Students will be asked to review several of the sources for the benefit of the other class members.  


B.  Each student will be required to complete at least two major score evaluations for undergraduate credit;  three or four for graduate credit. 


C.  Each student will be assessed in the live recorded conducting experiences during the semester.  

IV.
Grading Procedures:


A.  Each score evaluation will be graded for completeness, thoroughness and a grade assigned. 


B.  Each live conducting experience will be subjected to evaluation both by peers and the instructor.  


C.   Each student will be evaluated based on his/her progress throughout the semester, i. e., on his/her individual growth in conducting skills.  The very individual nature of conducting and the varied backgrounds and experience of students enrolled in this course requires such evaluative procedures. 


D.  A synthesizing “take-home” final may be required as a culminating written experience in the class.

V.
Additional Responsibilities:  


Students may be asked to attend instrumental ensemble experiences at other times to meet the needs of the live conducting experience.  Students who are permitted to use ensembles in the school where they teach will have to arrange their schedules to meet the availability of the instructor.  

VI.
General Course Plan: 


The specific nature of the course and  the individual attention given to each student in this class, essentially a series of studio type instruction periods attuned to the individual needs of each student, will necessitate a slightly different approach each time it is taught.  After assessment of each student’s psychomotor and cognitive skills as regards instrumental conducting, an individualized approach will be taken for each student enrolled.  Extensive attention will be given to the development of the non-verbal communication skills necessary to communicate the intentions of the musical score to the instrumental group.  The development of these skills and refinement of these skills will vary from student to student. 

VII.  
Specific Course Areas:

A.  Conducting in historical context–a review of the literature of the teaching of conducting and of the great conductors of the past. 


B.  Score study–techniques of score study as practiced by professionals in the field and application of same to the scores used in the class. 


C.  Rehearsal Techniques–A survey of warm-up procedures, tuning procedures, types of rehearsals.  


D.  Programming–approaches to programming concerts for instrumental groups will be discussed and the literature explored. 


E.  Literature Review– a brief review of the major literature for band and the conducting problems involved will be undertaken.  

Rev. August, 1999

