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Catalogue Description:

One Credit.  (Formerly MUS 255.)  Course open by audition only.  Rehearsal and performance of standard band literature.  May be retaken to a maximum of four hours.

Upperclassmen enrolled in 455A and graduates in 855A are expected to demonstrate more mature performance characteristics and concepts than those in 255A.

Mission Statement:

The EKU Concert Ensembles are selected from “open” auditions.  The course is designed to accommodate varied instrumentations and personnel configurations.  The comprehensive mission of the course includes:

· Performances of significant literature for various wind & percussion media

· Study of standard repertories for wind/percussion ensembles

· Instruction and demonstration of rehearsal pedagogy and techniques

· Development of performance skills at an artistic level

· Lab experiences with graduate & advanced undergraduate conductors

· Showcase ensemble for University & Departmental functions

Text:

· There is no required textbook for this course.  

· Educational copies of study literature will be distributed to students from the Band Library.  

· Students are responsible for destroying said copies immediately after their temporary use in rehearsals. 

· It is also essential that all music folders, parts, and accessories are taken to each rehearsal and performance.  If, for some approved reason, you are to be absent from a rehearsal or performance, see to it that the necessary materials are not!

Instructional Goals and Learner Outcomes:

· Perform literature for winds and percussion

· LO:  Students will experience new significant compositions for various media

· LO:  Students will experience standard repertory selections

· LO:  Students will demonstrate artistic competence in both individual and ensemble performance responsibilities

· LO:  Students will interact with various conductor/clinicians (advanced undergraduate, graduate, and professional) 

· Model exemplary rehearsal procedures

· LO:  Students will participate in and observe rehearsals designed for both optimal process and product

· LO:  Students will interact with various conductor/clinicians (advanced undergraduate, graduate, and professional) 

· LO:  Students will observe, analyze and discuss theoretical and compositional aspects of rehearsal/performance literature

Assessment Plan:

· Student Attendance - Daily Rehearsal Activity Points for class participation (40%)
· Student Attendance - Performance/Recording Session Activity Points  (50%)
· Student Interviews – Required for first and final semester participants
· Individual Performance Assignments – Individual assigned tapings and on-demand rehearsal excepts (10%)
· Peer Evaluations – Required of students for selected conductor/clinicians
Grading Procedures:

 It is well understood (and expected) that the members of the EKU Bands are dedicated, conscientious and responsible.  Furthermore, each member possesses the talent and ability to excel as a musician and performer in this peak-experience ensemble.  Unfortunately, individuals on occasion earn much lower grades due to attendance problems.

· The Mid-Term Grade will be based on this criteria from the first half-semester.

· The University Grading Scale will be applied to compute all grades.

Attendance Policies:

· A weekly call sheet (“menu”) will be posted on the EKU Bands website (www. Music.eku.edu/bands) each week, detailing the various pieces and configurations of players for each rehearsal.

· Attendance is required at all assigned rehearsals and performances.

· Grades will be lowered by one letter grade for each unexcused absence.

· Three tardies will result in a one letter grade reduction.

· Unexcused absence from a performance will result in automatic failure.

Procedure for Absences:

· Contact the conductor in person, in advance.  (best choice!)

· Telephone conductor in advance and fully explain your problem.

· As last resort, leave an emergency message on conductor’s voice or e-mail.

· It is essential that all music folders, parts, and accessories are taken to each rehearsal.  If you are to be absent from a rehearsal or performance, see to it that the necessary materials are not!

In each situation, the conductor/director will determine

 if the requested absence is to be considered excused.

If frequent illness occurs, you may be required to provide written documentation of your situation from a physician.  Informing the conductor in advance does not automatically guarantee that the absence will be excused.  Phone messages stating that you will miss rehearsal without indicating a specific and legitimate reason will automatically be considered unexcused.  Please do not schedule routine health appointments (dentist, dermatologist, physician, etc.), job interviews, advisement, auditions, performances, auto repairs, etc. during rehearsal time.  Avoidable conflicts such as these will not be excused, even with prior notice.  Your attendance affects everyone in the organization.

Unavoidable emergencies will be dealt with compassionately on an individual basis.

Alternative Rehearsal Activities:

Upon occasion, alternative activities will be announced for regularly scheduled class sessions, including:  library days for post-performance organization, optional attendance days, research activities, and individual interview sessions.  These activities, although relatively few in number, will be announced in advance through weekly posted rehearsal menus.
Pre-Finals Week Policy:

No major examinations, concerts, or assignments will be scheduled during the week preceding final exams.

Final Exam Policy:

There will be no comprehensive final exam scheduled for this class.
Course Procedures:

· Players are expected to be in their appropriate seat, warmed up, tuned and ready to begin rehearsal at the appointed class time.  Music should be arranged on the stand in the order specified on the rehearsal menu before class begins.

· Individual folders will be checked out and retained by each student for personal practice.  The folders may be stored in a secure location most convenient for each individual.

· Participants are expected to prepare their individual parts outside of scheduled rehearsals to perfect the individual challenges they may have.  Studio faculty, or the Conductor will assist you in your preparation, if you desire.  The conductor may ask students to perform individually in class, or assign individual taping of excerpts.

· Once the conductor steps on the podium, the rehearsal begins.  When a conductor stops conducting, the reason is to make comments or corrections.  For this reason, please refrain from continuing to play your instrument or talking. 
· Whenever possible, recordings of the music being studied will be held in the Music Library for student listening.  Such activity is not only encouraged, but expected as part of your coursework.  The conductor will review library records to evaluate individual’s participation in this activity.

· Although the general mode of evaluation in this course is predicated on attendance and observed musical results, occasional individual playing assignments in or outside of rehearsals may be made.  It is the student’s responsibility to be prepared for this eventuality.

· Graduate students participating in this ensemble are expected to demonstrate a superior level of accomplishment in all activities.  In addition, those students may be asked to assist in the direction of sectional and ensemble rehearsals, necessitating the student’s preparation of the conductor’s score.

Performance Attire:

The ensemble’s concert attire is a direct reflection of the professionalism of the membership, our department, and our university.  The concert stage is not the venue for individual fashion statements, with the possible exception of featured artists.  Nothing should detract or distract from your musicianship.  Please be minimal in the tasteful use of jewelry and accessories, which can be distracting.  The conductor reserves the authority to correct any problems in this area.

Please do not procrastinate in securing the necessary garments.  Any deviations from this dress code will be announced well in advance, and should not involve any additional expense on the part of the performers.
A.  Women: 
 Each female should obtain a long black dress/suit suitable for concert 


presentations.  Black shoes will be required.

B.  Men: 
Each male will wear a tuxedo (all black),  a white shirt and a black bow tie.  Black shoes and socks are required.

University Property and Equipment:

University owned property, instruments and equipment, distributed for use by University Band personnel, is a service EKU is pleased to provide.   Certain obligations must be accepted by the student lendee before a loan is transacted.


A.  The student will follow proper check-out procedures:



1.  Report to Lee Risk in Foster 108.



2.  Provide required information for registration on Instrument Issuance 


Record.


B.  The student will accept responsibility for university property in the lendee's 


possession.



1.  Repair any damages resulting from negligence or misuse.



2.  Replace all lost or stolen articles with equal quality item.

3.  Compensate the university at a fair market price, for lost or stolen articles.  These values will be established by the Department in conjunction with local music dealers.

It is recommended that students who are borrowing instruments secure insurance to cover the loss of the equipment in their possession.   Annual premiums are quite inexpensive, and serve to protect the lendee from possible replacement and repair expenses.

Percussion Equipment:

All percussion instruments are under the  supervision of the Percussion Studio and the Director of Bands.  Lending of any percussion instrument can be enabled only with official written permission from the Department of Music.

Off-Campus Performances:

The EKU Bands are regularly asked and required to perform at functions off-campus.  When distance and feasibility prohibit the use of student-owned vehicles, transportation will be provided by the university at no cost to the student.  In such cases, the itinerary for tour events will be distributed in advance, and departure points and times will be provided.  Any itinerary is of a critical nature.  Any student or group of students responsible for delays will be penalized a minimum of one letter grade and a maximum of three letter grades.

In the event that the EKU Bands are depending on student-owned vehicles, each individual member is responsible for his/her own ride.  If a student misses the connection with a ride, it is his/her responsibility to arrange emergency transportation.

Overnight Travel:

When circumstances prohibit one-day trips, adequate transportation will provided, preferably at no expense to the student.  A meal allowance will be issued based on university policy.

Code of Conduct:

All members of the EKU Bands should realize that they are members of one of the most visible and formal organizations on campus.  As members of our ensembles, they serve as ambassadors of the Department of Music, College of Arts and Sciences and the entire University.

Any conduct that is not exemplary, or conduct that reflects poorly on EKU, the Department of Music or the University Bands will result in dismissal from the organization.  If any individual involved in creating a problem for the university is on scholarship, this will be revoked immediately.  If the deviant behavior occurs while on an off-campus trip, the student or students distracting from the image of EKU will be sent home at their own expense via the most direct form of transportation.

Performance Schedule:

The Department of Music will issue scheduled performance and recording dates at the beginning of each semester.  Potential scheduling conflicts should be addressed immediately by the affected student.  Given the aforementioned grading system, performance attendance is required of every ensemble member.  It is possible that additions will be made to this schedule.  Notification will be made as soon as possible when revisions are made.  Every effort will be made to provide calendar revisions at least one month in advance of a newly-scheduled performance.

Performance Recordings Waiver

All performances recorded by the EKU Concert Ensembles are the sole property of Eastern Kentucky University.  Any participant in the performances waives all rights and claims associated with these recordings.

University Disabilities Statement

If there is any student in this class who is in need of academic accommodations and who is registered with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, please make an individual appointment with the course instructor to discuss accommodations.  Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms.  If any student who is not registered with the  Office of Services for Students with Disabilities but has need of academic accommodations, please contact the Office directly, either in person on the first floor of the Turley House, or by telephone at 622-1500.

